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Loyalist College

NEWS RELEASE

August 12, 2015
GRADUATES OF ELEVATE ADULT TRAINING PROGRAM
FIND EMPLOYMENT THROUGH MULTI-DAY PLACEMENT
Belleville, Ontario, August 12, 2015 – All nine graduates from the six-week Elevate adult training program, offered through Loyalist Training and Knowledge Centre (LTKC) during June and July, have gained employment with manufacturers Vantage Foods in Belleville and Canadian Blast Freezers in Quinte West. The program, which began on June 15 at the Quinte West Ontario Provincial Police’s headquarters, included ten-day placements with these two local partners. Since December 2014, four Elevate cohorts in the Quinte region have placed more than 50 people in the local manufacturing sector. 

“Congratulations on this achievement,” said Julia Chapelle, Director of Continuing Education & Corporate Training, to the graduates of the July 23rd ceremony. “In just six weeks, you have developed the skills to keep up with technologically-advanced work in the food and beverage processing industry—one of the largest manufacturing sectors in the province. Loyalist is proud to offer this important new workforce development initiative in conjunction with our economic development, community and industry partners. Elevate is a collaborative community-based program that provides ‘jobs for people’ and ‘people for jobs’ through an integrated and experiential learning platform.” 

Neil Dick, Program Coordinator and Lead Facilitator for Elevate, and Dino Marchiori of Hastings County Social Services, presented certificates of completion to the graduates.
Elevate is a joint partnership between Essential Skills Ontario, the Quinte Economic Development Commission, and Hastings County Social Services, designed to support individuals who are unemployed and wanting to find employment within the local manufacturing sector. The program combines literacy and essential skills with job-specific training for the food processing industry. Elevate is offered at no cost to students through LTKC.
Loyalist College, along with local stakeholders and community partners, is in the process of submitting funding applications to both federal and provincial governments in order to support the continuation of Elevate. 
About Loyalist College

When it comes to grads getting jobs, Loyalist College is the #1 College in Ontario. According to Provincial Key Performance Indicator (KPI) results released April 15, 2015, 89.3 per cent of the College’s most recent graduates found employment within six months of graduation compared to the provincial average of 84 per cent. Located on more than 200 acres in the beautiful Bay of Quinte region, Loyalist College is a close-knit community where students and their success come first. Loyalist provides personalized attention in small classes, rewarding field placements and superior student services. To prepare students for in-demand careers, Loyalist offers more than 60 full-time programs; apprenticeships; and 500+ online, distance and in-class courses, as well as opportunities for continuing education through more than 70 university transfer agreements. The College’s wide selection of advanced diplomas, diplomas and certificates aligns with market-driven disciplines including applied sciences, biosciences, building sciences, business and management studies, health sciences, human studies, justice studies, media, arts and design, and skills and technology. In Ontario, the College’s new Digital Media Centre and the LEED® Silver certified Sustainable Skills, Technology and Life Sciences Centre are training centres of choice for students, as well as College business and industry partners. For more information on the College’s Belleville and Bancroft campuses, visit loyalistcollege.com.

- 30 -
Kerry Lorimer, Director, Marketing and Communications, 

Loyalist College, klorimer@loyalistc.on.ca, 613-969-1913 ext. 2536

[image: image1.jpg]g - e R





From left: Elevate Facilitator Francine Short poses with graduates Cody Williamson, George Crisp, Shane Vanderlugt, Zach Charette, Will McMurray, Tim Vaters, Collin Walsh, Gerald Kehoe, Kris Allen, along with Neil Dick, Elevate Program Coordinator and Lead Facilitator in Trenton, Ontario on Thursday, July 23, 2015. — LOYALIST COLLEGE PHOTO
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From left: Elevate 2015 graduates pose with community partners in Trenton, Ontario on Thursday, July 23, 2015. — LOYALIST COLLEGE PHOTO
